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The MENA Report, published monthly by The 
Cordoba Foundation, provides unique insights and 
analysis of events and developments in the Middle 
East and North Africa. Seeking to provide impartial, 
accurate and authoritative content and analysis. 
We do this through The Cordoba Foundation’s 
unique access to rare and highly important 
primary sources in the Middle East and beyond.  
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The Cordoba Foundation’s Middle East and North Africa 
Programme is pleased to present to its readers with a 
special report to coincide with the 10 year anniversary of 
the invasion of Iraq by the United States, Britain and their 
allies.

A number of catastrophic policy blunders by the 
US Administration in Iraq rendered the promise of 
democracy, human rights, and social and economic 
development into nothing more than empty rhetoric. 
Firstly, the policy of winning hearts and minds was 
supplanted by the military strategy of ‘shock and awe’. 
Second, direct military rule ensued, instead of handing 
full sovereignty to the new Iraqi leadership. The prudent 
policy of restructuring the already viable and effective 
security and military institutions was substituted by their 
complete dissolution leaving the 140 thousand American 
troops to do the job of policing 30 million people, with 
catastrophic results. 

WELCoME

Eventually the different communities retreated to their 
sectarian and ethnic enclaves for protection and for the 
survival of their various cultures. Presently, the country 
is fast descending into three separate de facto entities. 
Real questions have to be asked about the achievements 
and failures of a decade-long intervention in Iraq by 
Western-led forces and regional powers. However, 
the most important questions to be answered by the 
International Community are: what are the merits of 
future interventions given the present deadlock in the 
Security Council?

How does the International Community deal with the 
intransigence of autocratic superpowers willing to 
protect violent regimes and cover up their atrocities? 
Is there a template that would fit existing and future 
scenarios such as the ongoing slaughter of the Syrian 
population by its regime? And in the awake of this, what 
are the mechanisms for intervening in other countries?

w
elCo

m
e



6  t h e  m e n a  r e p o r t  |  v o l u m e  1  |  i s s u e  0 3  |  f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 3

This leaves us with a pressing question: what is more 
important -- human rights or democracy, and can 
human rights be achieved without a proper and viable 
democracy? Can the template of liberal Western style 
democracy be superimposed on societies based on 
totally different political philosophy, religious and social 
structure?

Whilst the present Iraqi government is considered to 
be democratic since it was elected by a considerable 
section of the population, old practices are still blatantly 
evident. Extra-judicial killings, government sponsored 
assassinations, abductions and torture, secret prisons, 
the politicisation of the judiciary and the disregard and 
marginalisation of the legislative assembly.

Despite many credible international reports proving all 
the above injustices, the West shied away from direct 

and forceful condemnation of the regime leaving us  
to wonder if the price paid in untold human cost was 
worthy of regime change?

Dr Fareed Sabri
HEAD oF THE MIDDLE EAST AND NoRTH AFRICA PRoGRAMME
THE CoRDoBA FoUNDATIoN
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It was widely believed among Iraqis in Iraq and those in 
exile that the United States would prefer a weak Saddam 
in power, and his presence at the helm of the Iraqi state 
was considered by many Iraqis to be useful to push the 
weak sheikhdoms of the Gulf into buying more American 
hardware and weaponry. Thirteen years of UN-imposed 
sanctions, two no-fly zones and countless sorties by 
American and British fighter aircrafts over Iraq, had 
persuaded the majority of Iraqis that Saddam Hussein was 
there to stay.1  People believed in the conspiracy theory and 
distrusted the intentions of the Western leaders. 

The tense political and security environment and the 
disconnection with the outside world, especially in the 13 
years before the invasion, made the conspiracy theory an 
important factor in the political analysis of international and 
local events, among ordinary Iraqis and political activists. 
In the 35 years of the Ba’ath Party rule, Saddam Hussein 
managed to render defunct and dysfunctional all types of 
organised political and social groups. Before the invasion, 

ThE INvASIoN oF Iraq, 
WAS IT WoRTh IT?

Iraq had virtually no organised political opposition or 
political leadership other than the Kurdish parties outside 
the government’s jurisdiction in the protected enclave in the 
Northern part of Iraq.

ordinary Iraqis with their fragmented and weak tribal, 
political and religious leadership were not sure of their next 
step. They felt that they had no influence on the seismic 
political events.

At the same time the Americans had very little knowledge 
of Iraq. All their information was fed to them by the religious 
Shi’i groups closely linked to Iran and a number of secular 
opposition groups and personalities such as the Iraqi 
National Congress (INC) headed by Ahmed al-Chalabi. Later 
on the Americans discovered that al-Chalabi’s link to Iran 
proved to be even deeper and stronger than some of the 
religious Shi’i groups. 

After the 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran and the ensuing war 
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with Iraq, the spirit of the Shi’i identity was rekindled. The 
Iranian government formed and sustained a number of Shi’i-
based political parties and organisations to oppose the Iraqi 
regime. Iran did not mind the close cooperation between the 
Iraqi opposition groups operating from its territories and the 
American efforts to topple the Iraqi regime. Consequently 
the Sunni community suffered marginalisation, and bore 
the brunt of the close cooperation between the American 
military and Shi’i and Kurdish political forces after 2003. 

The case for invading Iraq was very much in line with the 
strategy of the Iranian government. For 35 years they 
failed to export their religious ideology and extend their 
political hegemony over Iraq. Nonetheless, the Americans 
accomplished their strategy at no cost to the Iranian treasury 
or human lives. 

After the occupation, the centre of political influence shifted 
towards the Shi’i and Kurdish elements in Iraqi society. The 
collaboration between the Shi’i opposition groups -- closely 

linked to Iran such as the Supreme Council for Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI) and the Americans -- was viewed 
by the Sunni’s as an attempt to re-mould Iraq’s culture, 
politics and even its history. 

The Kurds posed another threat, since their aspirations for 
a separate Kurdish state in the north of the country would 
certainly be helped by the presence of their American allies. 
The aforementioned worries were accentuated by the lack of 
clear policies and intentions of the American administration 
towards Iraq. Barely two months after the invasion, and as 
a response to harsh tactics used by the Americans against 
the population, groups of mainly Sunni Islamists started to 
target the American forces.

With the growing number of attacks on American forces 
and the demands of the majority of Iraqis to take command 
of their political institutions and the rebuilding of Iraq, the 
Americans decided to delegate some political power to a 
council of Iraqi politicians. Paul Bremer, the American Civil 
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Administrator, was persuaded by the United Nations Special 
Representative for Iraq, Vieira de Mello, to delegate power 
to the Iraqis.2  Bremer formed the Interim Governing Council 
(IGC) which lacked authority and credibility. Real power 
remained in the hands of Paul Bremer and the Coalition 
Provincial Authority (CPA). The formation of the 25-member 
IGC on 13 July 2003 was an attempt to defuse local and 
international criticism and to prepare for a democratic 
process, but under the total supervision of the CPA.

Bremer formed the Interim Governing Council (IGC) 
which lacked authority and credibility.
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1. The 16th-19th December 1998 bombing of Iraq (codenamed operation Desert 
Fox) was a major four-day bombing campaign on Iraqi targets by the United 
States and the United Kingdom. Many Iraqis thought that the Americans would 
topple the regime, but the regime survived four days of bombing of military and 
government targets unscathed, and was able to continue its strong hold over the 
sanction-weary population.

2. Dodge, Toby (2005). Iraq’s Future: The Aftermath of Regime Change (London: 
Routledge), p.33.
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rebuIldIng GovERNMENT 
ANd poLITICAL INSTITuTIoNS

The attempt to create an Iraqi political authority that would 
oversee the process of building Iraq’s democracy was not 
successful. The 25-member ICG, consisting of 13 Shi’as, 5 
Sunnis, 5 Kurds, a Christian and a Turkmen, to mirror Iraq’s 
ethnic and sectarian make-up, lacked legitimacy from its 
inception. Bremer insisted on having a veto on its decisions, 
which severely dented its image and respect among the 
Iraqis. The CPA in its capacity as the representative of the 
occupying powers had all the primary responsibilities, 
including security, services and the restoration of 
infrastructure. Members of the CPA, including Paul Bremer, 
further undermined the newly formed IGC in a series of off-
the-record leaks to the media.3  

The precedent was set, and in addition the poor 
performance of the ICG members, and their failure to restrain 
the coalition forces from carrying out attacks and operations 
in the cities and towns, prompted the ordinary people to 
have little faith in, or respect for the transitional institution. 
Sunnis in particular were very much against participation 

in the nascent political institutions since their areas bore 
the brunt of the coalition attacks in search of resistance 
operatives.

The CPA and the IGC had rejected the advice of the United 
Nations envoy, Lakhdar al-Ibrahimi, to form an interim 
government comprising technocrats chosen for their 
experience rather than their political affiliation. It was 
an attempt to stop political parties from using the state 
apparatus to their benefit in preparing for the proposed 
elections for the transitional government in January 2005. 
Ayad Allawi, leader of the Iraqi National Accord, was chosen 
to serve as the prime minister of the interim government. 
The main objective of the interim government was to 
oversee the process of electing a 275-member assembly 
which was scheduled to serve for a year. The new assembly 
would be responsible for drafting a permanent constitution, 
which was to be approved by a referendum then used to 
authorise a general election by 15 December 2005. 
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In such a tense and turbulent political and social atmosphere 
and with the schisms that developed between the different 
communities, the constitution was effectively written by 
the Shi’i and Kurdish law makers. The Sunni’s were excluded 
from the process of writing the constitution partly because 
they boycotted the elections and mainly because the Shi’is 
saw themselves as the new political masters. They had 
the backing of the Americans in building-up the security 
institutions and the army from scratch. The Iranian backed 
and trained militias became the backbone of the new 
security institutions. These early mistakes haunted Iraqi 
politics in years to come since the army and police lost their 
national identity and were turned into no more than a tool 
at the disposal of a number of Shi’i religious parties.

Democracy is not only the mechanism and sets of rules and 
facilities to ensure the process of choosing the ruler but 
rather, democracy is culture. It comprises sets of beliefs, 
values, habits, traditions and a degree of developed and 
prosperous economy. It is also the consensus among citizens 

and institutions that every single person in the society has 
equal value and worth. Democracy cannot be replicated 
or imposed on societies where justice, equality and equal 
opportunity is subjective or is based on religious and ethnic 
criteria. These values evolve with the development of 
education, the economy, and culture exchanges with other 
nations. In the case of Iraq, democracy was imposed, giving 
the strong the opportunity to shape the state in their image 
where they and tried to impose their intrinsic religious 
values on the society as a whole.

Shi’i religious symbols began to dominate Iraq’s public space. 
Streets, towns and public buildings were renamed to reflect 
a Shi’i religious identity. Portraits of Ayatollah Khomeini 
and other Shi’i religious scholars replaced those of Saddam 
Hussein.4  This assertion of identity, coupled with the close 
military and political cooperation between the Shi’i political 
leadership and the CPA, was the catalyst for deep schisms 
and animosity that developed further between the Sunnis 
and Shi’is in today’s Iraq.

Democracy is not only the mechanism and sets of rules 
and facilities to ensure the process of choosing the ruler 
but rather, democracy is culture.
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Foreign and local Islamists with ultra-Salafi inclinations 
poured oil on the fire of the sectarian divide by targeting 
politicians and civilians from the Shi’i community.5  Their aim 
was to incite reciprocal violence on the Sunni community. 
This in turn, as they wrongly predicted, would push the 
Sunnis to take up arms and fight alongside the foreign local 
Jihadists. However the Jihadists underestimated the growing 
strength of the security forces backed by the might of the 
American army. Unarmed Sunni civilians were no match for 
the Shi’i militias, Iraqi Army, security forces and the American 
military.

The fate of Iraq as a failed democratic project is sealed with 
the empowerment of one community against another. A 
catalogue of human rights abuses was the most obvious 
outcome. 
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3.  Dodge, Toby (2005). Iraq’s Future: The Aftermath of Regime Change (London: 
Routledge), p.34.

4.  International Crisis Group, ‘Iraq’s Shiites under occupation’, 9 September 2003, 
available at http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=1827. 

5.  International Crisis Group, “Al-Zarqawi Legacy is Alive and Kicking”, Joost 
R. Hiltermann on ABC News online. http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.
cfm?id=4183&l=1. Accessed 16 April 2010.
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ThE INSTRuMENTATIoN oF dEMoCRATIC 
INSTITuTIoNS To ExACT tyranny

As we stipulated earlier, when a democratic culture is absent, 
the very means and tools of democracy are often used to 
exact injustices, racism and human rights violations. 

The Iraqi Judiciary is a case in reference. over the past 10 
years the executive body (i.e. mainly the Islamic Da’wa Party) 
used the judiciary as a baton against political, ethnic and 
religious rivals. 

Nouri al-Maliki, Iraq’s Prime Minster since 2006 and the head 
of the Islamic Da’wa Party is seen by the opposition and 
by many of his allies as Iraq’s new dictator. His broadened 
power is seen by the Kurds and secular politicians from al-
Iraqia list as a threat to Iraq’s unity.

Iraq’s top judges at the Supreme Judicial Council and the 
Cassation Court are in fact remnants of the Ba’th regime. 
They were kept in their positions by the current prime 
minister as a favour, in return for their loyalty. They know 
very well that their cooperation with the demands of 
the executive body is their best protection against the 

deba’thification Law, and at worst torture or assassination. 
The most obvious collaboration between the two is the law 
which was sought by al-Maliki which gives him total control 
over independent agencies which should have been under 
the control of the people’s representatives.

Al-Maliki is now in control of Iraq’s Central bank, Anti-
Corruption Agencies, and the Election Commission. In 
practice, his political party is in control of the election 
procedures, investigations of corruption, and the flow of 
hard currency and the valuation of the local currency. He 
also gave himself the right to establish security and military 
agencies, and secret prisons outside the jurisdiction of the 
parliament and in clear contradiction of the constitution. 
Al-Maliki knows very well that any challenge to his authority 
will be invalidated by the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Furthermore, the same court passed a ruling restricting the 
parliament from proposing laws and legislation. Instead all 
laws and legislation would have to be proposed by Nouri 
al-Maliki’s cabinet or the president. The parliament’s duty is 
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limited to passing the Prime Minister’s proposals.

With the judiciary’s loyalty firmly secured by the leader of 
the Islamic Da’wa Party, the security forces which are directly 
controlled by al-Maliki’s office enjoyed total immunity from 
any prosecution or legal liabilities. Perhaps the most blatant 
and controversial decision taken by the court is when it re-
explained the constitutional article which gave the right to 
form the government to the block that gains the most vote. 
In the general elections of 2010, Nouri al-Maliki’s election 
block (Dawlat al-Qanoon) came second with 89 seats. While 
the mainly Sunni block (al-Iraqiya) won first place with 91 
seats. The Supreme Court decreed that the biggest block is 
the one that is formed in coalition after the election process. 
Hence giving al-Maliki the opportunity to form a coalition 
with other Shi’i lists and stay in office for the second term.

In January Human Rights Watch6 issued a damming report 
cataloguing a variety of human rights violations by al-
Maliki’s government against women, opposition groups, 
detainees, journalists and peaceful demonstrators. Here are 

a few excerpts from the report listing major failings by the 
Iraqi government.

on detention, torture, and executions

“Forces controlled by the Defence, Interior, and Justice 
Ministries, as well as elite forces reporting directly to the 
prime minister’s office, continued arbitrary detentions of 
a broad spectrum of detainees, including in secret prisons 
outside the purview of the Interior and Justice ministries. 
Despite a Justice Ministry announcement in March 2011 that 
it would close the Camp Honor secret detention facility — 
where Human Rights Watch documented systematic torture 
— HRW received information from multiple sources that the 
prison continued to be used as late as March 2012.’’

on freedom of assembly

‘’Security forces continued to respond to peaceful protests 
with intimidation, threats, violence, and arrests of protesters.’’
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The American government [has been criticised] for not 
taking a firm stand against the catalogue of human rights 
violations by the Iraqi Prime Minister.

on freedom of expression

‘’The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) ranked Iraq 
at the top of its 2012 Impunity Index, which focuses on 
unsolved journalist murders, and reported that there have 
been no convictions for murders of journalists since 2003’’.

Finally, the report criticised the American government for 
not taking a firm stand against the catalogue of human 
rights violations by the Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki. 
This independent criticism summarised the complete failure 
of the democratisation project in Iraq which came at the 
high cost of hundreds of thousands of civilian lives and the 
complete destruction of social cohesion.
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6. http://www.hrw.org/world-report/2013/country-chapters/iraq?page=2
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ThE sunnI upRISING

on December the 20th, 2012, the home of Rafi’ al-Essawi 
the Finance Minister and a prominent Sunni politician was 
raided by security services loyal to the Prime Minister. A 
number of his body guards were detained, the following day 
they were forced to admit charges of terrorism. The Sunni 
community, the Kurds and the opposition politicians saw 
this act as an attack on a whole community and it proved 
their belief that this is part of the ongoing campaign to 
marginalise the opposition -- the Sunnis in particular. Ten 
years of human rights violations, ad hoc laws tailor-made for 
the opposition and the continued attempt to appropriate 
property, land and religious institutions owned by the 
religious Sunni endowment took its toll on the opposition.7 

The uprising met with instant popular approval in three 
mainly Sunni provinces, Al-Anbar, Salah al-Din and Mosul. 
Politicians, tribal leaders and local government officials 
joined the mass picketing and demonstrations. 

The demands of the demonstrators focused around four 
main issues. First, is the immediate release of thousands 

of innocent prisoners who are mainly from the Sunni 
community, along with the release of hundreds of female 
prisoners held for no reason other than being relatives 
of people on the wanted list. According to credible local 
human rights agencies and the parliament’s own human 
rights committee, nearly 40% of the women were raped and 
tortured.

Secondly, there was the abolition of ad hoc laws that were 
specifically used to marginalise the opposition and the Sunni 
community in particular. For example the de-bathification 
law which was supposed to purge the remnants of the Ba’th 
regime was ignored if high-ranking Ba’ath Party members 
belonged to the Prime Minister’s religious sect. People like 
Aboud Qanbar, Mohan al-Feriji, Qassim Atta and Mohamed 
al-Askari, are all currently serving as top army generals under 
the direct command of the Prime Minister. The third demand 
is to address the issue of sectarian criteria when staffing the 
government ministries and in particular, the security services 
and the army. 



18  t h e  m e n a  r e p o r t  |  v o l u m e  1  |  i s s u e  0 3  |  f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 3

In 2011, the Kurdish Chief of Staff, General Babakir Zebari, 
sent a strong letter of complaint to the President accusing 
the Prime Minster of stripping him of all his powers and that 
all the top brass leadership of the army are chosen from one 
sect only. 

Finally, the demonstrators reached a conclusion that the 
only way to save the provinces from the excesses and human 
rights violations of the federal government is to form their 
own semi-autonomous regions. After all, the Kurdish semi-
autonomous enclave achieved high levels of prosperity and 
security by keeping Baghdad at bay.

All the signs indicate that the government is set to confront 
the demands of the Sunni provinces with force. Arrest 
warrants have been issued against two tribal leaders leading 
the mass demonstrations and picketing. They were accused 
of having links to al-Qaeda. The charge is most definitely 
political since both Ali al-Hatem and Ahmed Abu Risha 
have been instrumental in the war against al-Qaeda in 
the past five years. The recently resigned Finance Minister, 

Rafi’ al-Essawi, escaped an attempt on his life by a convoy 
of government forces a day after the arrest warrants were 
issued.

The rapid gains by the Free Syrian Army are making the Iraqi 
government jittery. A number of border posts between Iraq 
and Syria fell in to the hands of the Syrian rebels. The Iraqi 
government does not want the demonstrations to drag on 
until the collaboration between the Syrian and Iraqi sides 
become militarised. 
However if the government uses force against the 
demonstrators, the consequences will be dire. Iran and 
the Shi’-led government in Iraq will have to contend with 
two wars at the same time. A prospect that would further 
strain the already embattled Iranian economy, plus Iraq will 
be firmly on the road towards the establishment of three 
sectarian based states.

democracy is the biggest victim of corruption 

It became customary for civil service officials and politicians 
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to ask for bribes openly to do a job they are supposed to be 
hired to do in the first place. The vicious circle of corruption 
was encouraged by the previous regime during the 13 years 
of economic sanctions prior to the US invasion in 2003. 

However after 2003 and under the American stewardship, 
the problem was exacerbated. The absence of ad hoc laws 
and inappropriate punishment and the uncontrolled flow 
of money from the sales of oil and donor nations sealed the 
fate of the country as one of the most financially corrupt 
according to credible international reports.

Certainly Iraq’s democracy was crippled by the illegal 
siphoning of the country’s treasury into the pockets of the 
militias and their corrupt political masters. At the end of 
the day, these militias need millions of dollars to sustain 
their rank and file. They also need logistics, weaponry, 
headquarters, and money to bribe the plethora of 
government agencies to win local and general elections.
Both government and opposition are heavily implicated in 
siphoning billions of dollars that should have been spent on 

the health service, electricity, education and security.

Money is officially embezzled from the treasury by way of 
unregulated government tenders. For example, if a $100 
million tender is won to build 100 schools, the winner would 
have bided by paying kickbacks to corrupt officials. In turn 
the winner will sell the tender to another contractor for the 
discounted price of $80 million pocketing $20 million and so 
on until it becomes financially impossible for the project to 
be accomplished with the original specifications. At the end 
of the day, either the last contractor leaves the job half done 
or he accomplishes the job with inferior quality. 

Tens of billions of dollars were lost to bogus contracts, the 
electricity grid, weaponry, food programs and so on. In the 
past two years, a government minister close to the Prime 
Minister was indicted for embezzling hundreds of millions 
of dollars. With the help of the Prime Minister’s office he was 
assisted to flee the country and escape conviction.

Corruption is officially sanctioned and protected. In the past 

Iraq’s democracy was crippled by the illegal siphoning 
of the country’s treasury into the pockets of the militias 
and their corrupt political masters.
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three years a number of corruption monitors, agencies that 
are supposed to be independent, were fired by the current 
Prime Minister. The fired officials testified in Washington 
that government officials embezzled $13 billon dollars in 
American reconstruction funds.

Abdul Rahim al-Ekeli who headed the Integrity Commission 
responsible for the monitoring and prosecuting of 
corruption cases and was one of the people sacked by the 
Prime Minister. In an interview with al-Hurra satellite TV 
broadcasting from Iraq, he claimed that in 2010 alone nearly 
$10 billion dollars were embezzled by corrupt government 
officials. He sighted that the current government is worthy 
of being castigated as the most corrupt in history. He also 
claimed that the number of corruption cases had doubled 
in the period from 2007 to 2010. In 2007, the commission 
opened 8144 cases of corruption against government 
officials. While in 2010 the number jumped to 16194. The 
endemic corruption which has paralysed the country for the 
past 10 years cast a dark shadow on the lives of the ordinary 
people of Iraq. From terrorism, lack of security, lack of 

proper healthcare, water, electricity, to the corruption of the 
judiciary and the malignant issue of human rights violations 
are all ills directly connected to financial and administrative 
corruption.

The only way to stamp out this disease is for the 
International Community to set laws that will monitor 
and prohibit corrupt officials from smuggling the stolen 
money outside the country. Corruption is the major cause 
of a great many of injustices against ordinary civilians. The 
illegal proceeds are used to corrupt the judiciary, election 
officials and buy silence when the human rights of people 
are violated. 
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7.  The Sunni Religious Endowment (waqf) is a religious trust that accumulated 
over the past 800 years large sways of land, property and mosques. Traditionally, 
financially able Muslims will part of their property to the trust for the benefit of 
the poor after their death. 
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IntervIews WITh TWo 
IRAqI MEMbERS oF pARLIAMENT 

To shed more light on the current political situation in 
Iraq, The MENA Report interviewed two Iraqi MPs. The first 
MP served as a government minister in 2009 and before 
that he headed a parliamentary committee for 4 years. At 
the request of both MP’s they were granted anonymity, 
for two reasons. Firstly, they fear retribution by the Prime 
Minster’s security services since it was only last year when 
the Vice-President Tarik al-Hashimi was indicted for terrorism 
in absentia. Al-Hashimi regularly voiced his concerns 
at al-Maliki’s record on human rights and his dictatorial 
demeanor. Secondly, both MPs preferred to express 
their views unrestricted by criticism from their parties or 
parliamentary colleagues.

the mena report (tmenar): What are the main obstacles 
facing the Iraqi Parliament in limiting its ability to perform 
and serve those who elected it?

mp1: The main duties of the parliament are to legislate and 
to monitor the performance of the executive. our current 
session of parliament was not able perform this efficiently 

for many reasons. Firstly, we have to remember that our 
present government is a government of national unity. The 
parliamentarians are divided into groups. Their main concern 
is to defend their ministers in the government irrespective of 
their performance and objectivity. 

Secondly, most of the important legislation is the subject of 
disagreement between the different blocks in parliament. 
Reaching compromises proved to be very difficult. Thirdly, 
the experience and the skills of the leader of the house are 
vital to bringing the conflicting parties to a compromise 
that will satisfy all sides. Fourthly, the Prime Minister 
managed to control all the independent commissions which 
constitutionally should have been under the jurisdiction of 
the parliament.

Finally, the Parliament rubric committed the head of the 
parliament to consult his deputies and reach a concord 
before taking decisions. This limited the maneuverability of 
the leader of the house to a large extent.
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mp2: The government worked very hard to sideline the 
parliament. The Iranian-backed government fears that 
the parliament would pass laws that will limit the Shi’i 
domination of the government institutions hence it would 
weaken the Iranian influence on Iraq. We are repeatedly 
told that they will block the parliament from bringing back 
remnants of the previous regime, accusing the opposition of 
being close to terrorists and Ba’thists.

tmenar: What is your assessment of the national 
reconciliation project and to what extent do you think that 
there is still a lack of balance in the security forces?

mp1: The results of the national reconciliation project 
are very limited. Many of the armed groups ended their 
military action after the withdrawal of the American army 
but they did not join the government-sponsored National 
Reconciliation Project because they firmly believe that 
the current Prime Minster is overtly sectarian and that any 
negotiation with him is futile.

The imbalance in the government institutions is 
unacceptable. More than 85% of the security forces are 
Shi’i’s, while the rest of the Iraqi communities share the rest 
of the 15% quota. Furthermore, there are virtually no Sunnis 
at the level of leadership in the security services which is 
clearly a violation of the articles of the constitution.

mp2: National reconciliation is a lie, the Islamic Da’wa Party 
used the project of National Reconciliation to embezzle 
the treasury and to bribe and divide the opposition. The 
government ethnically-cleansed all government institutions. 
one example is the Ministry of Education, out of 38 
educational directors there are only three Sunnis remaining.

tmenar: What is your assessment of the roles of Turkey and 
Iran in the past ten years?

mp1: Iran’s role in Iraq is ancient, both on the political and 
religious front. The link between Iraq and Iran is very deep 
especially on the religious side. However, the Turkish role 
came much later, particularly after 2008. The Turks were 
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keen to open links with all Iraqi communities and sects with 
no discrimination. Their interference was met with strong 
criticism from the Shi’i parties. Turkeys’ role and influence 
in Iraq increased due to their desire to extend political 
influence to neighboring countries in pursuit of economic 
gains. on the other side, the Sunni Arabs reached out to 
Turkey after they lost confidence in getting neighbouring 
Arab countries to stand with them and be more active 
and involved in Iraqi politics to counter the strong Iranian 
influence.

mp2: There is no clear and strong support from Turkey to the 
Sunni Arabs in Iraq. Unlike Iran which has been nourishing 
the Shi’i militias and political parties in Iraq and Syria for 
decades. The United States and Britain has ample evidence 
of the Iranian criminal and illegal activities in Iraq, Syria and 
other countries in the region. However they preferred to turn 
a blind eye and allow Iran to spread its hegemony under 
their watch.

tmenar: What are the cons of the Iranian role in Iraq?

mp1: Iran’s strong influence inside Iraq has allowed it to 
project its policies on our politics. The majority of Shi’i 
political and religious parties accepted this hegemony, 
while the Sunni Arabs opposed this influence. This schism 
hindered consensus and agreements between the two 
political strands. Clearly Iran supports many of the armed 
Shi’i militias; however we don’t have accurate figures of the 
magnitude and extent of this support. Neither Iran nor the 
militias are forthcoming with this information.

mp2: The militias, sectarian assassinations, the politicisation 
of the judiciary, and targeting political rivals with 
imprisonment and assassinations.

tmenar: What do you make of the uprising in al-Anbar 
Province and other Sunni regions? What is your assessment 
of the government’s response to the demands of the 
demonstrators?

mp1: The uprising in the Western region arose after people 
became fed-up with the government sectarian practices and 
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the continued violation of human rights and marginalisation 
of the Sunnis. People in al-Anbar Province and other Sunni 
provinces put their differences aside and joined forces to 
defend their community and Iraq’s infant democracy. 

The protestors assert their willingness to keep their 
demonstrations peaceful and avoid any friction with the 
government. However after months of picketing and 
demonstrations, the government chose to ignore their just 
demands. Unfortunately the Prime Minster and his media 
accused the demonstrators of being sectarian, terrorists and 
ex-Ba’thasts which further divided the Iraqis.

mp2: The uprising erupted after people were fed-up with 
the policy of marginalisation, exclusion, illegal arrests and 
displacement.

tmenar: What is your main criticism of the performance of 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki?

mp1: There are many, but we can summarise these into two 

main points: 

First, his disregard for the articles of the constitution, and 
second, his disregard for agreements he signed with the 
opposition. As a result, the Prime Minster wielded far-
reaching powers that shouldn’t be under the control of one 
person. Iraq is on the road back to dictatorship, albeit under 
the guise of democratic institutions.

mp2: our current Prime Minster used the democratic 
institutions and the levers of the state to gather more power 
and weaken his opponents.

tmenar: How do you evaluate the Western response to the 
catalogue of human rights abuses in Iraq?

mp1: Very negative, although the United States and its allies 
made formal promises and commitments to strengthen 
democracy in Iraq. 

mp2: What response? I am surprised and astonished to 
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People in al-Anbar Province and other Sunni provinces 
put their differences aside and joined forces to defend their 
community and Iraq’s infant democracy. 
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find total silence while thousands of detainees are tortured 
executed and raped. You only have to read the credible 
international human rights reports to understand the 
magnitude of our tragedy.

tmenar: Do you believe that the current uprising will make 
the government change its policies?

mp1: It can contribute to a large extent towards correcting 
the path of the political process first, if there is a unity 
and coordination between the demonstrators and their 
politicians. Second, the demands should fall within the 
boundaries of the constitution and the law. They should 
also avoid sectarian and provocative slogans. Finally, the 
demonstrators need to reach out to all the Iraqi communities 
and to their political leaders if they wish to achieve a 
national consensus on reforming the political system.

mp2:  The uprising will not achieve its goals unless they win 
the right to establish their own semi-autonomous provinces. 
The government will use force against the demonstrators 

because it is the only language that it understands. 
Unfortunately the demonstrator’s back is exposed; they have 
no protection other than the limited roles of a few tribes.

tmenar:  What is your assessment of the role of the Shi’i 
religious authority in the politics of Iraq? Is it true that they 
have dual political positions, one public and the other 
private, i.e. they supported sectarian policies in private to 
avoid regional and local criticism?

mp1: The Shi’i religious authority is very cautious. It doesn’t 
want to be dragged into political differences. I cannot 
answer the second part of your question because I don’t 
agree with the structure of its wording.

mp2: The role of the Shi’i religious authority is weak and shy 
especially when it comes to the rights of other sects and 
communities i.e. the Sunnis in particular.

tmenar: Do you think the opposition and al-Iraqiya 
election list in particular will achieve the same number of 

in
te

rv
ie

w
s 

w
it

h
 t

w
o

 
ir

A
q

i m
em

be
rs

 o
F 

pA
rl

iA
m

en
t



27  t h e  m e n a  r e p o r t  |  v o l u m e  1  |  i s s u e  0 3  |  f e b r u a r y  2 0 1 3

seats they won in 2010?

mp1: The next election is for the local councils in the 
provinces. In the current absence of credible rivals, al-Iraqiya 
will win the same number of councils though the gains and 
loss will be among the different blocks and political groups 
that make-up al-Iraqiya.

mp2: As a member of al-Iraqiya election list, I honestly 
believe that the most important aspect of our performance 
in Iraqi politics is the process of selecting able and 
competent MPs. We have 91 MPs at the moment but their 
performance is feeble. Many of the MPs were unable to 
stand firm and defend their constituents, they yielded to 
the threats and cajoling by the ruling Islamic Da’wa Party. 
Hence if we get 60 able and effective MPs, they will serve our 
people far better than the present 91.

tmenar: What is the reason for the hesitation of al-Iraqia to 
block the vote on the 2013 budget in parliament?

mp1: our criticism of the current budget is for many reasons. 
First, the unjustified large fund allocated towards the 
operational budget (wages and remunerations); the large 
allocated funds for the offices of the Prime Minister and 
the office of the commander of the armed forces; and the 
lack of proper mechanisms to distribute the funds fairly to 
the different provinces and the overly centralised manner 
used in managing the treasury. We as politicians in al-Iraqiya 
demand a bigger role for the provinces in spending the 
funds allocated to them.

mp2: The objection to pass this year’s budget is in solidarity 
with the Kurdish block in the parliament. Both al-Iraqiya and 
the Kurdhi MPs are in close liaison to stop the dictatorial 
policies of the Prime Minster and put an end to the cancer 
of financial corruption which is legally sanctioned through 
legislations and government decrees.

tmenar: What are the main ways in which the treasury 
gets wasted and is there a real opportunity to fight financial 
corruption in the present circumstances?
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mp1: With the lack of proper independent monitoring by 
the office of Financial Integrity, corruption took epidemic 
proportions. There are virtually no strategic projects and 
lack of sufficient funds to create jobs and stimulate business. 
Annual project achievements do not reflect the huge budget 
of oil revenues.

Corruption is part of daily life, and nearly all the ministries 
are implicated. They often protect each other. Reform is a 
must but reform needs people who believe in justice and 
fairness aided by a long-term plan to stamp out this disease.

mp2: The government and all its institutions are knee-deep 
in corruption. our problem is with the Prime Minister; he 
protects and facilitates all aspects of corruption. Let us not 
forget he fired Judge Abdul Rahim al-Ekeli from the Integrity 
Commission responsible for the monitoring and prosecuting 
of corruption because he accused the government of 
institutionalised corruption.

tmenar: Are you optimistic about the future of Iraq as a 
single unit?

mp1: The future of Iraq lies in the hands of its people and 
their awareness of the dangers that lay ahead. Moreover, the 
political elite should understand that reform is the only way 
forward.

The current situation is conducive towards being pessimistic 
but I am optimistic because many countries passed 
through worse conditions than what we are going through. 
Eventually they passed this phase towards development, 
prosperity and national reconciliation.

mp2: The current situation does not give me any thoughts 
of optimism for the future. The sectarian policies are 
pushing our people further apart. Unity through force and 
intimidation will not last long and will further push our 
different communities apart.
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their awareness of the dangers that lay ahead.
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Ten years after the start of the Iraq war, the colossal loss 
in life and infrastructure is often overlooked by Western 
politicians.  We have the right to ask, was it worth it replacing 
one dictator with another? We all know that Saddam Hussein 
was a nasty piece of work, but was he an imminent threat to 
his people and his neighbours? Western Intelligence reports 
at the time indicated that Saddam’s army and security 
services ceased to be a viable organised force. Economic 
sanctions and the constant air bombardment in the 13 years 
prior to the invasion ended Saddam’s capability of credibly 
threatening his people and his neighbors. The question 
should be asked, if Saddam was much stronger and posed a 
real threat, would the West have invaded Iraq? 

The case of invading other countries on the pretext of saving 
the people from massive human rights violations should 
be studied in a deep and careful manner. There will always 
be people who oppose intervention in any case, even if 
the lives of thousands of people are in mortal danger. on 
the opposite side there are people who will serve as cheer 

leaders for any intervention either for a financial gain or to 
settle ethnic or religious grievances. However, the declared 
motives are always virtuous such as in the case of Iraq. 

Guidelines of just war and just intervention should be set 
within and outside the UN to stave off the kind of deadlock 
as we have been witnessing in the Syrian case. However, to 
exact the type and magnitude of intervention should be a 
matter of debate for an independent theological, political 
and judicial committees provided with independent and 
credible reports and information set primarily for such tragic 
events.

The world cannot afford another colossal decision such as 
the one that touched the lives of tens of millions of Iraqis at 
the hands of a misguided and bellicose Western president. 
on the opposite side, the world cannot stand aside either 
and watch tens of thousand of people get slaughtered in 
places like Syria.
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The criteria for intervention and just war are not clear. There 
are always people in the Middle East who will cry colonialism 
and object to any Western intervention, yet they are not 
ready to offer alternatives other than worn out national 
rhetoric. During the war on Bosnia-Herzegovina, NATo’s 
intervention to stop the genocide against the Muslims was 
applauded by the majority of people in the Arab countries. 
No one offered a pedantic condemnation of the long 
awaited intervention.

It is always difficult to judge the intention of people, but it 
is easy to read their actions and the decisions they take. In 
the case of Iraq, the human rights of its people were not the 
main and major issue. If it was, we wonder why we do not 
hear the same people who backed the invasion condemn 
the massive human rights violations by the present regime. 
We only hear how Iraq’s oil production prospects will double 
in the next five years and the need to rebuild its entire 
infrastructure from scratch.
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There are always people in the Middle East who will 
cry colonialism and object to any Western intervention, 
yet they are not ready to offer alternatives other than worn 
out national rhetoric.
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