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INTRODUCTION

Civil Society Consulting (CSC) along with
partners convened a timely report-launch

and discussion on Tuesday 10t September 2024

in London, to reflect on the recent orchestrated
far-right racist and Islamophobic riots witnessed
across the UK. Held at the London Muslim Centre,
the event was jointly hosted by the European
Network on Religion and Belief (ENORB), Institute
of Race Relations (IRR), 32 Steps to Togetherness
(32ST) and The Cordoba Foundation (TCF).

Moderated by Dr Abdullah Faliq, also the
President of ENORB and the Managing Director
of TCF, explained the aims of the meeting were

to glean important insights from the report,
Mainstreaming Hate: How the Right Exploits the
Crisis to Divide Us. It was also an opportunity share
experiences, and to build a national conversation
on the threat of the far-right.

Commending the efforts of report authors, Liz
Fekete and Sophia Siddiqui, Faliq stressed “the
report provides a solid grounding and highlights
the risks and threats posed by far-right extremists,
causing rapture and tensions in our communities
as well as threat to life and wellbeing of ordinary
people - with Muslims and refugees being

the primary target.” He added, “the report is
unapologeticin calling out the perpetrators of the
anti-Muslim hatred as well as the enablers of hate,
including within government and the media”.
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WELCOMING REMARKS AND 32 STEPS TO
TOGETHERNESS

n his welcoming remarks, Mark Ereira-Guyer,
Director at CSC, 32ST and ENORB, respectively,
highlighted the positive impact 32ST was making
in the community, by helping individuals and
organisations alike to bring people together.

“We have rolled out several exciting initiatives via a
hotspot approach and our work is underpinned by the
loneliness and isolation that is being experienced by
many in our country. We are continuing to work hard
and in partnership to respond to Far-Right racism and
hatred through our 32 Steps to Togetherness project,
seeing how best we can work with local community
healers and activists prepared to engage in difficult
and challenging dialogues. We are also committed

to creating better conditions to foster social

cohesion and compassionate relational initiative the
grassroots.”

In further remarks, Ereira-Guyer related his
personal experience of witnessing racist and
Islamophobic tendencies found within White
voters, mostly for Reform, during the election in
Suffolk where he stood as a candidate. He said
he found the views “disturbing and shocking and
there was hardly anyone around to challenge
these misguided views”. But he explained some
people did reflect and retracted such views
once spoken to as he had done. “The need for
initiatives such as today’s event and the 32
Steps programme, are crucial in challenging the
prevalence of hate amongst certain sections of our
society. We need to give people confidence and
hope in pursuit of a more tolerant society”.


https://irr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Mainstreaming-the-far-Right-Final.pdf
https://irr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Mainstreaming-the-far-Right-Final.pdf
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GLIMPSES FROM THE REPORT BY LIZ
FEKETE AND SOPHIA SIDDIQUI

iz Fekete, author and Director of IRR as well

the head of its European Research Programme
and an Advisory Editor of Race & Class, started
her presentation by explaining that “the purpose
of the IRR’s report, Mainstreaming Hate, is not to
restate this long history, but to show the state
of play today. And what has come to passis a
veritable racist and Islamophobic free for all,
the mainstreaming of hate in electoral politics.”
She warned that “Racism is now more than ever
aweapon wielded by ambitious politicians -
some might even call their scatter gun tactics
‘political thuggery’. Asylum-seekers and Muslims
are collateral damage of the electoral racism of
politicians, whether Reform UK, Conservative
and Labour”

“.even as we see a further ratcheting up
of measures to criminalise Palestinian
solidarity, as though to take to the
Streets against a genocide was the
same thing as attacking mosques and
asylum-seekers.”

Explaining the timing of the report, Fekete said

it was published before the General Election, in
April 2024, “but it anticipated the results, as well
as Far-Right organised racist riots of August 2024,
in particular in section 4 where we look at how
the Far-Right groups like Patriotic Alternative
attempt to embed themselves in local community
campaigns around the housing of asylum seekers,
or violence against women and girls. This is a very
important section of the report given what we
know about the background of those who several
weeks ago took to the streets in an orgy of racist
violence in England and Northern Ireland, where
the racist violence continues to this day.”

“Mainstreaming Hate rightly warns that the Far-
Right are preparing for race war, also but points
out that its messages have gained tractionin line
with the hard Right, emerging as a significant
electoral political force. That message, again
seems timely, given the emergence of Nigel
Farage’s Reform as the third largest party in
parliament, and let’s not forget that they came
second in 103 constituencies and gained 4 million
votes.”
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Fekete pointed out that “the hard Right is a
category that may not be familiar to us. We find

it a useful way of showing a spectrum of opinion
that travels from Far-Right electoral parties like
Reform, to mainstream political influencers like
Suella Braverman, Michael Gove, Kemi Badenoch,
the former Labour MP John Woodcock, as well as
neo-conservative and identitarians international
alliances and thinktanks all recklessly promoting
culture wars. There are sections on the
‘Foxification’ of British News, thanks to GB

News and Talk TV, and a breakdown how right
frameworks break into the mainstream via slogans
like “British Jobs for British Workers”, “All Lives
Matter” and “Stop the Boats”. The hard Right
exploits the crisis to divide us. We cannot divorce
our fight against racism from the fight for social
and economic justice”

Pointing at the lack of political leadership on the
issue, Fekete complained that “We have not seen
the Prime Minister on the steps of Downing Street
issuing a strong message against Islamophobia
and racism or speaking out in defence of those
attacked in mosques and hotels. Nor have we
seen any acknowledgement of the role the state
and politicians play in the mainstreaming of racist
hate. Instead, we hear talk from the government
of ‘violent thuggery’ on all sides of the ‘ideological
spectrum, even as we see a further ratcheting up
of measures to criminalise Palestinian solidarity,
as though to take to the streets against a genocide
was the same thing as attacking mosques and
asylum-seekers.”

Fekete concluded, “We need to be
multidimensional, look at all strategies, including
community defence, encourage trades unions to
do more rooted work in deprived white working-
class communities, in the recognition that
different paths can lead to the same destination.
If we are going to stop the mainstreaming of hate,
we need to put pressure on the government to
stop the Islamophobic messages emanating from
its own party and policies, particularly in relation
to solidarity with Palestine, and confront hard
Right influencers in Parliament.”

Sophia Siddiqui, a leading voice on anti-racist
feminism, co-author of the Mainstreaming Hate
report and Deputy Editor of Race & Class at IRR,
highlighted how Muslims were being blamed for
violence against women and girls, and the Far-
Right see themselves as protectors.
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Setting the context, she said “the trigger of the
recent outbreak in Islamophobic and racist
violence was the killing of three young girls at a
dance class in Southport. What followed was an
online conspiracy frenzy, that circulated the false
claim that the killer was a Muslim man who had
arrived in the UK on a small boat - weaponising
the killings of three young girls for a racist agenda.
This trope, that Muslim men pose a threat to
white women and girls, is a key driver of Far-
Right and Islamophobic violence that must be
urgently combatted. It is absolutely central to how
Islamophobia and anti-migrant racism operates.”

Siddiqui said that “the roots go back to discussions
around so called ‘British Pakistani grooming
gangs’, an issue exploited by the English Defence
League (EDL) for over a decade, but also evoked
by our politicians across the spectrum when
convenient for their narratives. Today, we're
seeing how rhetoric around grooming gangs is
fusing with moral panics around the so-called
migrant ‘invasion’ led by ‘young men of military
age’. The underlying logic is the same - that black
and brown men are a threat to white women and
girls, and by extension, the nation. This combines
anti-migrant racism with islamophobia, fuelling
retaliatory attacks on asylum housing, mosques,
businesses, homes and communities are they go
about their everyday life”

Siddiqui then moves onto how highlight how
“moral panics are being constructed that draw
connections between the presence of Muslims
and/or asylum seekers and acts of sexual violence
is a key tool used to gain footholds in communities,
by feeding off anxieties around crime, economic
insecurity, housing shortages and diminishing
healthcare. It's an emotive narrative that has been
successful in mobilising people, by creating fear,
scapegoating refugees and Muslims and playing
into racist tropes depicting ethnic minority men
and boys as sexual predators.”

“The killing of three girls was hijacked by the Far-
Right, who claimed to be acting as protectors of
women and girls, shifting the conversation away
from urgent questions around Incel culture and
Andrew Tate-style misogyny that radicalises men
and boys online, and instead collectively blames
the Muslim and migrant community.”
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She warned that it is Muslim women in particular
who have been targeted in racist attacks and at
the receiving end of rape and death threats, with
arecent poll by the Muslim Women’s Network
finding that 75 per cent of those surveyed were
worried about their safety, with one in five
experiencing hostilities.

“In recent months we’ve heard MPs,
such as Paul Scully, calling Tower
Hamlets and a ‘no go aread’, claiming
that ‘Islamists’ have got control over
London (Lee Anderson), and a peer
in the House of Lords claiming that
‘Birmingham and nine other English
local authorities will be majority
Muslim by 2031”

Touching on some of the conspiracy theories
advanced by the Far-Right, she said the
Mainstream Hate report highlights the Great
Replacement Theory which has come to dominate
the international extreme Right. It asserts that
white populations are being demographically

and culturally replaced by non-white people,
particularly from Muslim-majority countries. “This
is a conspiracy theory that has been central to
mass shooter’s manifestos in recent years across
the world, as well as increasingly part of Far-Right
discourse here in the UK

The idea of replacement is a prevalent theme of
anti-migrant and anti-Muslim racism that passes
from the fringe to the centre of respectable
discourse, further elaborates Siddiqui. “In recent
months we've heard MPs, such as Paul Scully,
calling Tower Hamlets and a ‘no go area), claiming
that ‘Islamists’ have got control over London

(Lee Anderson), and a peer in the House of Lords
claiming that ‘Birmingham and nine other English
local authorities will be majority Muslim by
2031’ Such language normalises ideas around
population replacement, and until we tackle

this normalisation of far-right rhetoric and the
demonisation of Muslims and migrants, we will be
unable to move forward.”
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ANTI-MUSLIM HATRED IN EUROPE

Dr Amina Easat-Daas, focused her observations
on Islamophobia in Europe. She is a Senior
Lecturer in Politics at De Montfort University

and author of several works, including co-edited
Palgrave Handbook of Gendered Islamophobia
(2024); a monograph on Muslim Women'’s Political
Participation in France and Belgium (2020) and the
edited volume Countering Islamophobia in Europe
(2019).

“Islamophobic narratives position
Muslims as posing violent threat,
thus threatening the very security
and well-being of European society.
While these narratives are often
baseless and rooted in historical
and long-established myth, these
normalised narratives result in the
disciplining and regulating of Muslim
communities. Such requlation of
Muslimness is borne out in political
discourse, policy and legislation and
interpersonal attacks.”

Easat-Daas started her presentation warning that
“Islamophobia is growing at an exceptional rate,
across the continent, and arguably globally”. She
cited several examples of the rise in Islamophobia
in Europe, including in the Czech Republic, where
despite a low presence of Muslim communities,
through Islamophobia Muslimness was
characterised as a threat.

Moving onto research she has been involved
in, she explained that “of eight countries across
Europe including the UK, France, Belgium,
Germany, Portugal, Greece, Hungary and the
Czech Republic, we found that while there
were contextual specificities that shape the
articulation of Islamophobic narratives - such as
for example, Greco-Turkish histories in Greece,
or colonial legacies in France and the UK, there
is a generalised convergence in the nature of
Islamophobia throughout Europe.”
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Across Europe, she added, “the prevalence of
Islamophobia means that Muslims and Muslimness
is essentialised and reduced to narratives of
threat. Muslims are seen as posing a demographic
threat, both through alleged hyper-fecundity

and proselytization, apparent in the ‘Great
Replacement Theory’ which alleges Whiteness
will be replaced in Europe and the Western
world. Similarly, Muslims are accused of posing an
ideological and cultural threat - so-called Muslim
values are constructed as being oppositional to
those in European society.”

Furthermore, “Islamophobic narratives position
Muslims as posing violent threat, thus threatening
the very security and well-being of European
society. While these narratives are often baseless
and rooted in historical and long-established
myth, these normalised narratives result in the
disciplining and regulating of Muslim communities.
Such regulation of Muslimness is borne out in
political discourse, policy and legislation and
interpersonal attacks.”

In her recent publication exploring Gendered
Islamophobia and the Left, Easat-Daas argues
that “the justification and maintenance of
Islamophobia, and its gendered dimensions,

rely on the normalisation of Islamophobia and

in particular the endorsement by the political
left. Citing the example of controls around
Muslim women'’s dress - such as the French ban
on the hijab in schools implemented in 2004,

or bans on Muslim women wearing nigab seen
across a number of European cases - a practice
comparatively adoptive by only a small number
of Muslim women across the continent, | argue
that while the far-right objection is somewhat
expected, the way in which the political left

calls for imposing controls on Muslim women'’s
dress via the implied notion that Muslim women
who opt for the hijab or nigab do not have free
will and agency to dictate their dress allows for
Islamophobia to gain the guise of respectableness.
She further argues, “while all forms of state
coercion around women'’s bodies and their dress
are problematic - be it in the forced covering of
women'’s bodies or forced uncovering of women’s
bodies, when combined with the way in which
the far-right exploits the polycrisis to further
their divisive narratives and practiced, liberal
Islamophobic articulations significantly contribute
to and legitimise the growing banalisation of
Islamophobia across Europe.”

]


https://dora.dmu.ac.uk/server/api/core/bitstreams/63d71915-f08a-41d3-87e3-98dd3de80587/content
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-52022-8_16
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-031-52022-8_16

INSTITUTE OF

Mainstreaming Hate: How the Right Exploits the Crisis to Divide Us
Report-launch and Discussion, 10 September 2024, London

RACE

RELATIONS

Easat-Daas also touched on Liberal Islamophobia
which she said is normalised through its
articulationin liberal ideas such as an alleged
need for emancipating Muslim women through
hijab bans, the visible presence of Muslimness is
disciplined in many societies.

THE EXTREMIST/ RACIST FAR-RIGHT IN
EUROPE

r Emmanuel Achiri, who travelled from

Belgium to join the meeting, is the Policy &
Advocacy Advisor (Migration, Security & Policing)
at the European Network Against Racism (ENAR).
He focuses his advocacy efforts on deracialising
and decolonising migration attitudes and policies
in Europe.

“Islamophobia is not new to
Europe, but a historical process
of racialisation and exclusion of

certain groups as
un-European”

In his remarks, Achiri highlighted the threat posed
by white supremacy in Europe. Achiri argued the
recent phase of Islamophobia in Europe cannot

be divorced from the wider architecture of white
supremacy, “we need to take a structural approach
to tackle white supremacy: addressing racism,
patriarchy, capitalism, and violence”.

Achiriwarned, “We're seeing a moment of crisis
of European identity; Europe pretends to address
the legacies of colonialism and enslavement but it
does not really want to”. He highlighted, amongst
other things, how fascist groups and politicians are
using the rhetoric of class struggles and human
rights to justify racism and Islamophobia. He
emphasised the need to “use intersectionality as a
framework for challenging white supremacy and
to build coalitions between different marginalised
voices”.

“To address the banalisation and mainstreaming
of fascism and Islamophobia is to look at it
structurally by critiquing the framework of
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white supremacy. From this perspective, we

can understand that Islamophobia is not new to
Europe, but a historical process of racialisation

and exclusion of certain groups as un-European. As
such, the recent incidents of Islamophobia should
be seen as a moment of crescendo where these
deep seated racism against Muslims resurfaces.

To tackle this we need to look at the structural
reasons for the othering of Muslims and people
perceived as such.”

“Although Islamophobia in Europe goes back
several centuries and is deeply rooted in the
European Psyche and institutions, we cannot also
discount this particular phase of manifestation of
Islamophobia to the genocide in Gaza. Protesters
have been largely characterised as supporters of
Hamas and radical jihadism despite evidence of
the contrary. The characterisation of protesters
as terrorists using Islamophobic tropes such

as having an “Islamic agenda” have led to the
mainstreaming of anti-Muslim sentiments in public
discourse.”

DISCUSSION

ollowing the presentations by panellists,

discussion involving audience members focused
on the importance of recording and reporting
racist and Islamophobic attacks; tools needed to
define right-wing extremism and deconstructing
colonisation within our communities; and pressing
the government to adopt the APPG definition on
Islamophobia.

Rubina Rehman, a teacher and community
organiser, recounted how she and her friends were
targeted by a man expressing anti-Muslim and
anti-Palestinian views. The issue of the genocide

in Gaza was raised by several people where they
made links with the far-right, Israel and others.
The Palestinian liberation movements in the UK
and across Europe presented a positive change,
bringing together diverse communities.

The meeting closed with a call to action for
community groups, academics and experts to work
together as broad coalitions, share resources and
learnings. Emphasis was also placed on learning
lessons from the past.
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1)

2)

REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS

uthors Fekete and Siddiqui highlighted the
following recommendations from the IRR
report on Mainstreaming Hate.

Build unity in struggle, that is multi-racial
and multi-faith, in order to fight racism and
fascism. Unity is something we have to
actively work towards by building strong
links with social movements whilst also
resisting fragmentation within our own
communities, and forging stronger links
across the country, particularly with
isolated communities outside of big cities,
in places in the north and north east with
less diversity that are more vulnerable to
be targeted.

Fightback against the demonisation of
refugees, asylum seekers and migrants,
some of the most vulnerable in society

that are facing far right violence fanned

by government rhetoric and polices. Our
struggles are deeply connected, an attack
onone of us is an attack on all, and we
must fight for the rights of all migrants and
asylum seekers and stand against nativism
that attempts to pit groups against each
other.

3)

4)

5)

Challenge and confront those who demonise
and divide. We must challenge politicians
across the spectrum and the media class
that are regularly perpetuating racist and
anti-migrant rhetoric that emboldens the
far right and gives racists permission to
act.

Address material concerns such as the-cost-
of-living crisis, housing, and employment.
This requires offering a vision of
community that is meaningful and
addresses the issues people are facing.
The far-right riots occurred in 7 of 10
most deprived areas in the country. This is
the space in which a resurgent Far-Right is
building, by manipulating grievances and
scapegoating minorities.

Ensuring safety for our communities. This
requires a pragmatic approach, thatin
the first instance puts the safety of our
communities first - through monitoring
the Far- Right, providing immediate
support for those in need, organising
community outreach and counter-
demonstrations - but also a longer-
term approach which involves political
education, the slower work of building
coalitions and developing a political vision
to combat racism and fascism.
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Dr Abdullah Faliq is the President of the European
Network on Religion and Belief (ENORB). He has been
involved with ENORB since its inception because he’s
passionate about dialogue, social justice and building
communities. He is the Managing Director at The
Cordoba Foundation, a Research Fellow at the London
Metropolitan University, a researcher for the Dimensions
for Strategic Studies (DSS) and a trustee at the East
London Mosque and London Muslim Centre.

A long-time global human rights campaigner, including
on Islamophobia and victims of genocide such as in
Srebrenica (Bosnia-Herzegovina), Rohingya, Uyghurs,
and Palestinians, Faliq has coupled his advocacy work
with his role as a strategy, research and policy advisor
to several outfits, including governments, charities,
advocacy groups, thinktanks and the media.

Mark Ereira-Guyer is the Director, of the Civil Society
Consulting and European Network on Religion and Belief,
respectively. Ereira-Guyer over 40 years’ experience
working with voluntary, faith, social enterprise, and
community sector leaders. He founded_Civil Society
Consulting’s precursor, Big Society Funding CIC in 2011.

In addition to his extensive knowledge and experience

in governance, funding, and monitoring and evaluation,
Mark has held senior positions with the Refugee Council,
Lloyds Bank Foundation, and at the Home Office,

along with consulting roles with carers organisations,
Strengthening Faith Institutions, Faiths Forum London
and Church Urban Fund.

Liz Fekete is the Director of the Institute of Race
Relations (IRR). She is the head of IRR’s European
Research Programme and an Advisory Editor of Race
& Class. She is the author of A suitable enemy: racism,
migration and Islamophobia in Europe (Pluto Press,

2009) and Europe’s Fault Lines: racism and the rise of the
Right (Verso, 2018) which won the Bread and Roses

award for Radical Publishing 2019. Liz was a member
of the Steering Group of the 2018 London hearing

of the PPT on the rights of migrants and refugees
which examined the legal infrastructure of the ‘*hostile
environment'.

Sophia Siddiqui is the Deputy Editor of Race & Class at
IRR. As a leading voice on anti-racist feminism, Sophia
writes and lectures widely on race and gender issues

in the UK and Europe. She has assisted trade unions,

P

feminist organisations and universities in developing an
intersectional approach. Her article on ‘Reproductive
Racism’ was published in Race & Class and she has
contributed a chapter to Anti-Racism in Modern Britain
(Manchester University Press, forthcoming) and is one
of 14 progressive feminists to be interviewed in Left
Feminisms: conversations on the personal and political
(Lawrence Wishart, 2023).

Dr Amina Easat-Daas is a Senior Lecturer in Politics at
De Montfort University. She is module leader on the
undergraduate Global Comparative Politics module and
the postgraduate module Politics of Identity and Space.
At De Montfort University, she is member of the Centre
for Urban Research on Austerity and is affiliated to the
Stephen Lawrence Research Centre. Before joining De
Montfort University Easat-Daas worked in the School
of Sociology and Social Policy at the University of Leeds
within the Centre for Ethnicity and Racism Studies on the
EU funded Counter-Islamophobia Kit project.

Her research interests include the study of Muslim
women, Muslim youth, Islamophobia and creatively
countering-Islamophobia in Europe, gendered
dimensions of Islamophobia, and ‘European-Islam’.
Easat-Daas’s recent publications include the co-edited
Palgrave Handbook of Gendered Islamophobia (2024);
her monograph on Muslim Women'’s Political
Farticipation in France and Belgium (2020) and the edited
volume Countering Islamophobia in Europe (2019).

Dr Emmanuel Achiri is the Policy & Advocacy Advisor
(Migration, Security & Policing) at the European Network
Against Racism (ENAR). He joined ENAR in May 2023
where he focuses his advocacy efforts on deracialising
and decolonising migration attitudes and policies in
Europe.

Achiri has a background in political mobilisation and
grassroot activism from childhood. In 2018, he co-
founded VOIS Cyprus which represents migrants in
Cyprus. In 2020 following the murder of George Floyd,
Achiri successfully campaigned for the creation of the
Network Against Racism - Northern Cyprus.

He has served on the European Programme for
Integration and Migration’s Process of Change Working
Group in 2022, has offered consultation for Oslo based
crisis response thinktank Urban-A, and is a member

of the European Academic Refugee Interdisciplinary
Network.


https://enorb.eu/
https://www.civilsocietyconsulting.co.uk/
https://www.civilsocietyconsulting.co.uk/
https://www.plutobooks.com/9781783713929/a-suitable-enemy/
https://www.plutobooks.com/9781783713929/a-suitable-enemy/
https://www.versobooks.com/products/318-europe-s-fault-lines
https://www.versobooks.com/products/318-europe-s-fault-lines
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For further information about the event, to discuss organising an event in your area or
interviews requests, please contact:

Dr Abdullah Faliq Mark Ereira-Guyer
abdullah@thecordobafoundation.com mark@civilsocietyconsulting.co.uk
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