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FEATURES
•	 An easy-to-read Q&A guide to understanding a 

widely misunderstood concept
•	 Written by two internationally regarded scholars 

of Islamic Studies
•	 Provides both historical and contemporary 

coverage on a wide range of disciplines
•	 Gives attention to possibilites for reform and 

progress, including those already underway

John L. Esposito is University Professor, Professor of 
Religion and International Affairs of Islamic Studies, 
and Founding Director of the Prince Alwaleed bin 
Talal Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at 
Georgetown University. His more than 50 books include 
What Everyone Needs to Know about Islam, The Future 
of Islam, and Who Speaks for Islam?: What a Billion 
Muslims Really Think. His writings have been translated 
into more than 40 languages.

Natana J. DeLong-Bas is the author of Islam: A Living 
Faith, Wahhabi Islam: From Revival and Reform to 
Global Jihad, and Notable Muslims: Muslim Builders of 
World Civilization and Culture. She is Editor-in-Chief of 
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and Women. DeLong-
Bas teaches Theology and Islamic Civilizations and 
Societies at Boston College.

Most Americans and Europeans have by now heard of 
Shariah. In the West, politicians, media commentators, 
televangelists and others have stoked fears that 
Muslims intend to impose a repressive rule based 
on Shariah in America and Europe. Shariah has been 
portrayed as a medieval system that oppresses women, 
stifles human rights, and imposes harsh punishments 
like stoning and amputation. In reality, however, 
Shariah is a complex concept that has been interpreted 
in many ways over time and around the world. It 
plays a vital role in the lives of Muslims around the 
world, offering guidance on everything from personal 
morality, to ritual practices, family life, and finance. 

In Shariah: What Everyone Needs to Know®, John 
Esposito and Natana DeLong-Bas offer an accessible 
and thorough guide to this little-understood, but 
often caricatured system. By answering the questions 
that so many people have about Shariah and its 
role in Muslim life, this book makes an invaluable 
contribution to the crucial task of fostering mutual 
understanding in our globalizing, pluralistic societies. 
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