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In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the 
Compassionate

All praise belongs to Allah, our Lord.

He is the forgiver of our sins. 

We turn our faces devotedly, out of pure 
faith and love, to You our Lord.

You created the heavens and the earth. 
We are not of those who consider others 
equal to You. We surrender to You and 
address You in Your words, instructing us 
to say, “Surely, my Prayer and my sacrifice and 
my living and my dying are (all) for the sake 
of Allâh, the Lord of the worlds.”

We are today offering this funeral prayer 
for our brothers and sisters, our mothers 
and fathers, and our children who were 
brutally murdered here in Potocari [27 
years ago]; they were all innocent and we 
hand them over to You in Your protection.

Sadly, we could not protect them from the 
hands of the criminals who killed them.

We are gathered here today in this 
cemetery, standing before You against 
the backdrop of the gravity of the crime 
committed here by some very evil people.

Our Lord, to You we register our grief and 
complaint of our loved ones who perished 

here. You are our Lord who hears and sees 
everything – and knows everything. 

We ask You to listen our prayers, comfort 
our souls and give us hope. This is a day of 
sadness and excessive pain, a day in which 
You hear sobs, sighs and prayers from our 
souls and hearts, chained by grief.

We beg you, Oh Lord, by the grace of this 
holy month of Dhul-Hijjah, Eid al-Adha 
and the overwhelming pain of this very 
ground of Srebrenica, that we do not 
poison our hearts with hatred, so that no 
evil overcomes our souls.

We ask You to bestow us justice, on which 
the world exists, that all those who have 
trampled on Your word and who have 
crossed all limits are brought to justice.

To the perpetrators of the Genocide and 
those who aided them, let their names 
forever remain on the pillar of shame in 
this world, and in the next world. Let them 
be humbled on that day “When the sight 
shall be dazed out of fear. And the moon 
shall be eclipsed; the sun and moon shall 
be joined. On that Day man shall inquire: 
“Where is the escape?” No! There is neither 
refuge nor an escape! Unto your Lord [Alone] 
shall be the final place of rest.” (al-Qiyama, 
7-11, 14-15).

GRAND MUFTI (RAISUL-ULEMA) 
OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA,  
DR HUSEIN EF. KAVAZOVIĆ

POTOČARI, SREBRENICA, 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA



4 THE JANAZAH (FUNERAL) AND COMMEMORATION OF THE 27TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SREBRENICA GENOCIDE

Today, in the land that You created, our 
Lord, we hand over their bones that have 
been finally kissed by loved ones; we 
return the dust of the earth to the earth, 
so that in it they may find peace from 
people.

May our debt of faith be filled with 
constant remembrance of this planetary 
evil that was done to our people and 
may it awaken in us the strength and 
determination to oppose it and to defeat 
it should it appear in the future.

We invite our neighbours to join us, to 
share with us the immense pain and 
sadness we feel. We invite them to 
participate with us in remembering those 
who perished amongst neighbours, family 
and friends. 

Oh Allah,

I seek protection in Your perfect words, 
from the wickedness of all that You have 
created.

Our Lord, Creator of the heavens and the 
earth, Who knows everything publicly 
and secretly, we testify that there is no 
other god but You.

We seek refuge in You from the evil of 
our passion, from the evil of Satan and 
his seduction, and from doing evil to 
ourselves or causing it to other people. 
We take refuge from You from the evil of 
our deeds. Your grace towards us is great 
and we confess our sins. Forgive us our 
sins, because no one can forgive except 
You.

Our Lord, we ask You for protection 
from worry and grief, from weakness 
and laziness, from fear and avarice. We 

ask You for protection so that duty does 
not overpower us and people do not 
overpower us.

We ask for Your protection so that we do 
not commit violence, nor violence is done 
to us, that we do not do injustice, nor 
injustice is inflicted on us. 

Our Lord, make us of those who repent 
and purify themselves.

We surrender to You, we believe and 
rely in You; we turn to You in need and 
gratitude and stand against our enemies.

Our Lord, forgive us, have mercy on us, 
save us, strengthen us and lift us up.

All glory belongs to You, our Lord, and all 
gratitude.

Our Lord, receive our brothers and sisters 
and our children into the aegis of Your 
mercy, and forgive us all. 

God Almighty, unite our hearts in faith 
and love.

Strengthen our steps in truth and justice. 

Strengthen our will in brotherhood and 
harmony.

Unite our thoughts in home and in the 
homeland.

We pray to Almighty Allah that 
grievance becomes hope, that 
revenge is replaced with justice, that 
our mothers’ tears become prayers, 
and that Srebrenica Genocide never 
happens again here or anywhere else.   

Ameen.
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